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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE17016 July 21, 1999 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—Wednesday, July 21, 1999 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. BURR of North Carolina). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
July 21, 1999. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable RICHARD
BURR to act as Speaker pro tempore on this 
day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER

The Reverend Richard A. Lord, Rec-
tor, Church of the Holy Comforter, Vi-
enna, Virginia, offered the following 
prayer:

Most gracious and ever-living God, 
You have brought us in safety to the 
beginning of this new day. In this quiet 
moment we humbly acknowledge Your 
presence in our lives and in our world. 
O God, we are thankful for the sheer 
wonder and mystery of human life, for 
the gifts of memory, reason and skill 
that shape our common work, and for 
the hope that our deliberations and de-
cisions on this day will unfold against 
the background of Your loving design. 
Give us forbearance and mutual respect 
for one another. Help us to perceive 
what is noble and good, and grant us 
both the courage to pursue it and the 
grace to accomplish it to the glory of 
Your name and the welfare of all peo-
ple.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. DUN-
CAN) come forward and lead the House 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. DUNCAN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Mr. 
Lundregan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate had passed a 
concurrent resolution of the following 
title, in which the concurrence of the 
House is requested: 

S. Con. Res. 46. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that the July 
20, 1999, 30th anniversary of the first lunar 
landing should be a day of celebration and 
reflection on the Apollo-11 mission to the 
Moon and the accomplishments of the Apollo 
program throughout the 1960’s and 1970’s. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain 15 1-minutes on 
each side. 

f 

WELCOME TO REVEREND RICHARD 
A. LORD 

(Mr. DAVIS of Virginia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
it gives me pleasure today to welcome 
the Reverend Richard A. Lord to the 
House of Representatives. We all heard 
the prayer from the Reverend this 
morning.

Reverend Richard A. Lord is Rector 
of the Church of the Holy Comforter in 
Vienna, Virginia. The Church of the 
Holy Comforter was established in 1895 
and is one of the five largest Episcopal 
churches in the Diocese of Virginia, 
with over 1,700 families. Holy Com-
forter is a church active in youth min-
istry, mission outreach programs and 
spiritual formation for people living 
active and busy Northern Virginia 
lives.

Reverend Lord grew up in Potomac, 
Maryland, where his father was rector 
of an Episcopal church for many years. 
He received a masters of Divinity from 
Virginia Theological Seminary and a 
masters of Sacred Theology from Yale 
Divinity School. Father Lord served as 
associate rector and interim rector of 
the Church of the Apostles in Fairfax, 
Virginia, and as the rector of churches 
in Monroeville, Pennsylvania, and East 
Haven, Connecticut. He returned to the 
Washington area and accepted the call 
to be rector of the Church of the Holy 
Comforter.

Reverend Lord has a strong ministry 
of worship, education and mission, and 
he is also an accomplished musician. 
He and his wife, Debbie, have three 

children, Rebecca, David, and Julia. 
Under Father Lord’s leadership, the 
Church of the Holy Comforter has 
grown dramatically and continues to 
be a source of spiritual and community 
growth in Fairfax County. We are 
pleased to have him offer the opening 
prayer today. 

f 

PROTECTING AMERICA’S 
CHILDREN

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, each 
year more than 1,000 of America’s chil-
dren are abducted and taken out of the 
United States to foreign countries by 
noncustodial parents. One such child, 
Mikey Kale from Nevada, was abducted 
by his biological father and taken to 
war-torn Croatia. Mikey was just 6 
years old at the time and his parents 
were recently divorced. 

Their divorce decree gave sole legal 
custody to Mikey’s mom, but his fa-
ther, who had visitation but no custo-
dial rights, was able to obtain a pass-
port for Mikey and subsequently and 
successfully abduct him, kidnapping 
him to Croatia. 

Fortunately, Mikey Kale made it 
back to his mom. Yet, it is an incon-
ceivable but irrefutable fact that once 
a child is taken from the U.S., it is 
nearly impossible to get that child re-
turned. Clearly, prevention is the key 
for protecting our children from inter-
national parental child abduction. 

I have an amendment today on the 
floor to help safeguard against these 
family tragedies, an amendment to 
make it more difficult for would-be 
child abductors to obtain passports for 
children by ensuring certain require-
ments are met before the issuance of a 
passport for a child under the age of 14. 
I urge all of my colleagues to support 
passage of this amendment, an amend-
ment to protect America’s children. 

f 

GOP TAX PLAN 

(Mr. CROWLEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, the 
massive tax cut of the Republican 
Party nearly three-quarters of $1 tril-
lion is totally irresponsible. It stands 
in the way of strengthening Medicare 
and Social Security, and threatens the 
progress we have made in eliminating 
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the deficit and reducing the national 
debt. Republican tax breaks means 
higher deficits, higher interest rates, 
and lower economic growth. 

The Republican bill also declares 
class warfare against middle-class fam-
ilies. Citizens for Tax Justice finds the 
GOP tax plan unfairly targets its bene-
fits towards the richest. The wealthiest 
1 percent of taxpayers would receive 45 
percent of the benefits from this tax 
break. It ultimately would receive an 
annual average tax cut of $48,000 in 1999 
dollars, Mr. Speaker, 384 times as much 
as the bottom three-fifths of taxpayers. 

In addition, by failing to include a 
reasonable and effective school con-
struction initiative in the tax bill, the 
Republican Congress proves they are 
more concerned about big tax breaks 
for the wealthy than providing relief 
for American school districts. The sin-
gle focus by Republicans on a big tax 
break for the rich senselessly blocks 
common sense tax incentives that 
would provide crucial aid to America’s 
school.

Republican priorities put wealthy 
Americans above the needs of our chil-
dren.

f 

DEATH TAX DESERVES TO DIE 

(Mr. KNOLLENBERG asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Chairman, 
the death tax deserves to die. This un-
fair tax discourages savings and invest-
ment, destroys family-owned busi-
nesses and has a chilling effect on cap-
ital formation and job creation. 

Even more disturbing is the fact that 
the death tax is imposed on income 
that has already been taxed once and 
maybe twice. While every American 
has a duty to pay their taxes, it is sim-
ply wrong for the Federal Government 
to tax the same money again and 
again.

Mr. Speaker, the Republican major-
ity is committed to eliminating the 
death tax. Over the next decade, our 
tack relief plan would reduce the death 
tax until it is entirely phased out. 

I implore my colleagues on both sides 
of the aisle to stand up for the average 
American, small business owners, fam-
ily farmers, and other over-taxed 
Americans by supporting this common 
sense tax cut. 

f 

THE RICH GET RICHER 

(Mr. OLVER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OLVER. Mr. Speaker, today this 
people’s House is going to vote on a tax 
cut: the rich get richer. 

The Republican leadership says their 
tax cut is for the middle class, but that 
is clearly not true. Under their plan, 

100 million taxpayers whose income 
falls below $65,000 a year, added to-
gether, get less than half the tax relief 
given to 1.25 million taxpayers whose 
incomes starts at $300,000 a year and 
ends at Bill Gates. 

In fact, under the rich-get-very- 
much-richer-plan that the Republicans 
will pass today, the richest 1 percent of 
Americans will get more in tax cuts 
than the 95 percent of taxpayers, all 120 
million of them put together whose in-
come falls below the income of a Mem-
ber of Congress. It is pure propaganda 
to assert that this plan is for working 
Americans, the middle class, that 
needs a tax cut. 

In a Congress where cynicism is the 
norm, this is the most cynical action I 
have seen in more than 8 years in Con-
gress. But, it is written in the scrip-
tures: as you sow, so shall you reap. 

f 

SHARE OF TAX PAYMENTS RE-
MAINS UNCHANGED UNDER GOP 
PLAN

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like my colleagues to look at this 
graph. The folks on this side of the 
aisle say the tax cut is for the wealthy, 
but let me show my colleagues: the yel-
low line is before tax cuts, the red is 
after tax cuts. If one is making $10,000 
to $20,000, one is only paying 2 percent 
of the overall taxes for this country 
and that is the same before or after our 
tax cuts, and if one is making $100,000 
and above, one is paying 46 percent of 
the tax burden of this Nation, before 
tax cuts or after tax cuts. 

So our proposal that these folks are 
saying are for the wealthy makes no 
difference in how much these folks pay 
after or before our tax cuts. So in the 
main, one has to realize that the bur-
den of this tax is going to those folks 
that are very wealthy, who are making 
between $100 and $200,000. So when we 
hear on that side of the aisle that this 
is tax cuts for the wealthy, I say that 
the wealthy are going to continue to 
pay 46 percent of the tax burden before 
our tax cut or after our tax cut. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the Democrats, 
can someone on this side of the aisle 
tell us what part of the tax burden they 
should pay? 

f 

BUREAUCRATIC NINCOMPOOPS 
DRAFTING FOREIGN POLICY 

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, re-
ports say that Russia is helping Iran to 
build a missile capable of hitting 
America. Let us check this out. Amer-
ica spends billions on Star Wars to pro-

tect us from a missile attack. Then 
America, out of the goodness of our 
heart, helps the Russian space program 
by giving them billions that they can-
not raise for themselves. 

In addition, America gives billions of 
dollars in foreign aid to Russia. Think 
about it. Then Russia turns around and 
gives American foreign aid money to 
Iran to build missiles targeted at 
American cities. Beam me up. I ask, I 
ask, what bureaucratic nincompoop is 
drafting these foreign policies? It must 
be Boris Yeltsin. 

I yield back the madness of this stu-
pid foreign policy. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE LIFE OF 
CINCINNATI’S JOHN ROMANO 

(Mr. CHABOT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
take a moment this morning to note 
the tragic and untimely passing last 
week of a good friend and a good man, 
John Romano, of Cincinnati, Ohio, a 
victim of Hodgkins Disease at the 
young age of 41 years. 

John was a small businessman, a true 
entrepreneur. He was active in his com-
munity, giving much of his time. He 
served as a member of the North Col-
lege Hill city council for over 10 years. 
John was instrumental in my being in 
Congress here today, or even speaking 
this morning, and he was an important 
part of the career of the Secretary of 
State of Ohio, Ken Blackwell. 

But most importantly, John was a 
family man who will be sadly missed 
by his wife, Christine, and his parents 
and brothers and sisters and nieces and 
nephews.

To Christine and the Romano family, 
our prayers are with you. You have lost 
a good man, and I have lost a good 
friend. And our community has lost a 
leader.

God bless you, John. We all know you 
are in a better place. 

f 

THE TRUTH ABOUT THE GOP TAX 
BILL—WHAT IS IN AND WHAT IS 
OUT
(Mr. DOGGETT asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.)

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, I call on 
the Republican leadership to pull down 
the tax bill that they have scheduled 
for today, an irresponsible piece of leg-
islation that accelerates the $5.6 tril-
lion of national debt we already have, 
and jeopardizes the future of Social Se-
curity and Medicare. 

Those of us who are genuinely con-
cerned with more tax fairness for mid-
dle-class taxpayers will not find any 
help in this bill; but, should the Repub-
licans proceed with the bill, it is im-
portant to know what is in and what is 
out.
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